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John 3:30-36

Last week we considered the disciples of John the Baptist who were concerned about more people coming to Jesus for baptism than were coming to John.  They were not happy that their Rabbi seemed to be losing ground.  John reminded them that he had told them that he was not the Christ and that Jesus was.  He gave a parable showing that the best man was not jealous of the bridegroom, but happy for him.  In the New Testament we come to know that the church is the bride of Christ.  John is happy to see Jesus receive the bride.

John says, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”  We talked about how John harbored no jealousy in his heart for Jesus.  It occurs to me that the word “jealousy” contains the word “lousy”.  That is something we too must avoid.

While that short sentence shows that John was not jealous of Jesus and understood his place in redemption history, there is more in those few words.  That word “must” shows that this is the sovereign will of God.  As we look through the Bible we see that Jesus is to increase.  

In Philippians 3:7 Paul says: But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  Part of our sanctification process is Jesus becoming more important to us than anything else.  We know that Jesus demands to be above all else in our lives, but that takes practice for us.  It also takes learning more about Him and spending time with Him so that our heart naturally comes closer to Him.  

Consider our own Christian witness.  We may get to share to Gospel with someone.  That is planting the seed.  We may get to teach and disciple someone and as Paul tells us, that is watering the young plant.  But it is made known to us in no uncertain terms that it is God through Jesus Christ who causes the growth.  In other words, we ought to be happy to see someone who we have helped in their Christian walk develop a relationship with Jesus outside of us.  Don’t be jealous, let Jesus increase in their life without our involvement.  That doesn’t mean to cease fellowship or praying for them, but that we don’t rebel against the path into which Christ leads them.

But even beyond any of us personally, we read in Isaiah 9:7, “There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.”  Jesus is the greater Son of David and He will sit on that throne.  And once more we see the sovereignty of God because it is the zeal of the LORD of hosts who will bring this about.  

John said that Jesus must increase and He has from that point on; and He will until He sits on the throne of David at the end of this era of human history.  John’s statement speaks not only with respect to himself, but throughout history and future, until the creation of the new heavens and new earth.

Starting with verse 31, we have another situation like we did when Jesus spoke with Nicodemus.  Because the Greek language had nothing like quotation marks, we don’t know for sure if John the Baptist is continuing to speak or if John the apostle is adding commentary.  Fortunately for us, it doesn’t matter.  Either way it is the word of God revealed to us by the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures, so we can depend on what is written.


We must never forget where Jesus comes from: He comes from above.  That is saying that He comes from heaven; that is saying He comes from God.  Back in verse 17 of this chapter it says that He was sent by God.  In Hebrews 3:1, the author refers to Jesus as an Apostle.  Apostle means “sent one”, and Jesus was sent by God the Father.  And while many have been sent from this earth to other places on this earth and even sent by God, Jesus is the only one to have been sent from above.

That makes a huge difference that Jesus has come from above.  Later, in John chapter 6, Jesus says: Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father.  The Old Testament mentions several times that for a human-being to see the face of God is certain death.  But here is One who has seen God.  Because of this He has perfect authority and we can believe what He says.  

Furthermore, what a gift that Jesus came in such perfect human form.  As Jesus told the apostle Philip, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father.”  In His great love and mercy, almighty God came to us in a form that the people could look upon His face and live.  While we don’t have that same gift right now, God has demonstrated His promise; that we can be with Him and in His presence forever.

As opposed to the One who comes from above is the one who comes from the earth.  Sometimes in the Bible this has a bad connotation, as in fleshly or sinful.  In this case, it simply indicates one who was born here and is finite; one who does not have perfect knowledge.

The Baptist could preach repentance and the imminent Kingdom of Christ.  He could baptize in water as a symbolic washing away of sins.  But He could not do the things that the One from above could do.  He could not sprinkle with the clean water mentioned in Ezekiel 36 that would actually remove sin and guilt.  He could not baptize in the Holy Spirit and fire like the One from above can.  He could not redeem mankind.

Again, the One from above is above all.  While Jesus is our bother and friend, we must never take Him for granted.   He is also King and Lord and Master; He is above all because He comes from above and He is the perfect representation of God; because He is God.

Because Jesus is from heaven above and He has been in close intimate relationship with the Father for all of eternity past, and indeed, He and the Father are One; because of these things He can testify to the things of heaven and the things of God.  And while here on earth, Jesus was in constant communion with His Father and the Holy Spirit.  The things to which He testified, including our means of salvation, are true.  

And here is a sad truth: no one receives His testimony.  For the most part He was rejected and even crucified.  Still, all of this was part of God’s plan.  This is very similar to John 1:11 which says: He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  Such a very sad state of affairs, that men love the darkness and will not come into the Light.  

So this is the bad news: both of these statements indicate “all” because they refer to a majority.  Most people throughout all of history will reject Christ and choose the wrath of God over eternal life.  That is the sad effect of sin in this world.  And as sad as it is, God has offered a chance; but He cannot and will not leave sin unpunished.  He is absolutely just and lawlessness is not acceptable.


The good news is that some will accept.  John 1:12 refers to those who did receive Him and here in verse 33 it speaks of those who do receive His testimony.  These are the ones who will receive the sprinkled water of regeneration, these are the ones who will receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit and fire.  Both water and fire have a cleansing effect and the Holy Spirit Himself is our seal that we belong to Christ forevermore.

When we accept the testimony of Christ and turn to Him for salvation, we have “set our seal to the fact that God is true”.  Obviously, God doesn’t need us to do any such thing.  He is true whether we say so or not.  But when we do testify that God is true in Christ Jesus, we become useful to the Kingdom of Christ.  We become that light that is to be set on a table so that all might see; we become that city on the hill that invites all who see it to come to Christ for eternal life.

Conversely, in in 1 John 5:10 it says: [T]he one who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has given concerning His Son.  Once more, God is not a liar no matter what we do.  But when we reject the testimony given by God in Christ, we are claiming that God is a liar.  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, be careful in your everyday lives that you do not say or do anything that rejects the word of God.  Making God out to be a liar is a very serious offence.  And if you do stumble, run to Him in repentance and He will take you back into fellowship with Him.

Verse 34 tells us that Jesus speaks the very words of God.  Jesus Himself later testifies to this in chapter 12.  He says “I speak just as the Father has told Me.”  This is powerful; even though Jesus is God the Son, He still only says the things that His Father tells Him to say.  

Our verse here in chapter 3 verse 34 also says that Jesus was given the Holy Spirit without measure.  Earlier, the Baptist witnessed the Holy Spirit come upon Jesus and remain.  Also the words of God were heard: This is My beloved Son in whom I am well-pleased.  

Here’s why these things are important; we often refer to Jesus laying aside His godhood when He came here to preach and atone for our sins.  Being God the Son, He was fully capable of saying all that needed to be said and doing all the miracles He did during His ministry.  But in laying aside His godhood, He relied entirely on the Father for what to say, and He relied entirely on the Holy Spirit for the power to do miraculous deeds.  Jesus demonstrated to us perfect faith.

If only we could have that perfect faith.  But our sin nature will allow no such thing.  So, here’s the good news: it only takes the tiniest bit of faith to be saved.  And the Holy Spirit gives us that if we will accept it. We show our acceptance by coming into the light.  We turn away from the deeds of darkness and simply accept that priceless gift offered to us by Christ.

The Trinity existed in perfect love before creation existed and so we know the Father loves the Son.  But now the Son has shown perfect obedience to the Father.  That, by the way, is how we show our love for God, by obedience.  God first loved us, when we accept Christ as Saviour it is natural to want to return that love.  We do so by obedience.  



Christ demonstrated His perfect obedience by going to the cross.  That was what was so horrible about satan’s temptation when Jesus spent 40 days in the desert.  Satan offered Him all the Kingdom’s of the world if only He would bow down to him.  The Father had already told the Son that He would rule all the kingdoms of the earth.  But satan offered a way to rule the world without the cross.  But Jesus chose obedience to His Father even though it meant bearing the full wrath of God in our place.  Can we not chose obedience to the One who has saved us?

Verse 36 makes it very clear that there are only two choices.  We can believe on Jesus, with everything that entails, and we will receive eternal life.  It is a gift Christ has won for us.  The alternative is to reject the Son of God.  This relieves us of all duty to be obedient to God.  But the consequence is losing out on eternal life; and not simply ceasing to exist, but to bear the wrath of God forever.  

I seriously hope and pray that each of you here has with great resolve chosen the narrow path of Christ.  It is not an easy path.  At times it can be difficult to the point of despair.  But Jesus truly helps us in these difficult times.  The strength to get through them comes from Him.  The best part is that when you hold fast to Christ, especially in hard times, you are glorifying God.  Once you come to the end of your path in Christ, eternal life is yours.




Prayer

Merciful Lord Jesus, we are nothing but servants who really don’t do a very good job, while You are the Son of God who has done the perfect work of redemption for us.  You are worthy of increase.  Use us to help increase Your Kingdom; may Your glory increase as Your harvest increases; may there be no end to the increase of Your Kingdom.

We want to thank You for the true warning You give us in Scripture:  That God’s wrath is very real and there is no way of escaping it except though You.  You have given us one chance, which is one more than we deserve.  It is good that we will have eternity to praise You.

May we always set our own seal, our own testimony, to the fact that God is One and that His testimony is true.  That He has graciously revealed Himself in Christ Jesus.  That He has held out to us the gift of rebirth and new life in Jesus.

For it is in the name of Christ we pray
Amen
