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John 8:30-59 (1)

Jesus has just been arguing with the Pharisees who were determined to disprove His claims and reject anything He said.  While speaking with the religious leadership, we know there were many of the Jews standing around listening.  Verse 30 is very encouraging, “As He said these things, many came to believe in Him.”  But as we read what follows, we are faced with the fact that there were problems; and we have to wonder about verse 30’s optimism.

There have been lots of different attempts to explain what is going on here, but the simplest is what makes the most sense: Jesus is not letting them get away with an easy belief system; He is forcing them to count the cost.  Hopefully not all, but many in the crowd have insufficient understanding of what it means to believe in Jesus.  

One thing to keep in mind during this discourse is that Jesus doesn’t give up on them as hopeless; He keeps explaining to them until their hurt feelings break into a murderous attempt.  And it is the same for us as Christians.  As long as someone is willing to have discussion, we must not give up on them.  In time, and with whatever else the Holy Spirit puts into their lives, they may eventually come into eternal life.  It is that important.

The next thing to keep in mind is that this account is for us.  Regardless of who is arguing what, there is a lot for us to learn here; and it is very important for our Christian life; both here and in eternity.  If nothing else, get this: there is no easy believism.  There has been an unfortunate teaching in the past that you can be a carnal Christian.  No, you can’t.  A true coming to Christ in faith brings the seal of the Holy Spirit and a new heart.  At that point, a battle begins between the flesh and the spirit that lasts for the rest of one’s life.

To accept Jesus as Saviour is easy; but the consequences, in this life, can be difficult.  In Luke 14:26 Jesus says: “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.”  There is a price to pay if you follow Christ.  However, the rewards in this life are great, and the reward in eternity is worth every discomfort and sacrifice we endure while here.  

The first thing Jesus lets them know is that discipleship in Him is a full-time occupation and it requires perseverance.  Jesus tells them to continue in His word; that carries the idea of “remain” and “abide”.  There is much more to it than a simple belief.  Remember that the demons believe, but there is no salvation for them.  Abide carries a fulness and a depth to it that simple belief can’t accomplish.  Our goal, in abiding in Christ, is to have Him involved in every aspect of our lives.  Obviously, we can’t really do that, but that is what we shoot for.

Abide in Jesus’ word, and remember that He is the Word.  He is the word of God.  We work at this by reading, studying, and praying our Bibles.  Then, as James tells us, we must be doers of the word and not just hearers.  The Bible, revealed to us by the Holy Spirit, guides us in living out our lives and in making decisions.  The Bible doesn’t cover every little thing you will encounter in life, but as it permeates you, it will still guide your decisions.  

In the process of being true disciples of Jesus, we come to know the truth, and the truth will set us free.  Later in John’s Gospel account he records Jesus saying that He is the Truth.  By abiding in Jesus, we come to know Him; and thereby become like Him.

Jesus’ audience immediately takes offence and proclaims that they are free now and always have been.  In the physical world, the Jews had been slaves time and again.  They were currently under the rule of the Roman government.  These people were not stupid, they must have meant something other than physical freedom.

They understood enough to know that Jesus was speaking somewhat spiritually.  That’s why they went to Abraham.  They understood that in Abraham they were to receive all the promises that Abraham received from God.  They believed that being God’s people, they were ultimately safe regardless of anything else.  It was a kind of easy believeism.  

That belief had gotten the Jews in trouble many times throughout their history.  They felt that since they were Abraham’s descendants and since they had the temple in Jerusalem, that God would not pour out His judgement on them regardless of what they might do.  Time and again we read in the Bible where God did bring judgement upon them because of their rebellion, idolatry, and unbelief.  The fact that they were the recipients of the Mosaic law did not excuse them from sin.

Even now, although Israel is still God’s chosen people, they are under the judgement of blindness for the rejection of God’s merciful salvation offered in His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

For us, the same applies: we cannot simply say we are believers in Christ and go on living in whatever way we want; in the ways of the world.  And just like the Jews in this account, people now, so often, want to follow Jesus on their own terms.  It doesn’t work that way.  To be a follower of Jesus it must be strictly on His terms.  The rewards for doing so are phenomenal, but there is no negotiation. 

Jesus does indeed point out that their slavery is spiritual, but they are slaves in spite of their Abrahamic lineage.  This is a statement that we must take to heart: [E]veryone who commits sin is a slave of sin.  So, anyone who sins is a slave to sin; Everyone.  Now, who all commits sin? Everyone.  All of them and all of us suffer from that slavery.

Of course, there is a way out; a way to freedom, and Jesus just told us what that is.  A true belief in Jesus Christ.  Now we also understand that that belief involves not only who He is but what He has done for us.  But the Jews He’s talking to haven’t gotten that far yet.  They are still upset about being called slaves.

Jesus’ next statement is obvious in the physical world, but He is applying it to the spiritual.  Certainly, in the house setting, a son is the permanent resident.  He will eventually inherit the father’s estate.  Any in the estate who are slaves or servants can be gotten rid of at any time.  Jesus is the Son of God and He remains in God’s presence forever; His is the inheritance and no one can take it from Him.

What about we who are slaves?  We know that to remain in the state of being slaves to sin will result in the loss of eternal life.  We will not be in the house.  But the Son is able to make us free if we just turn to Him in faith.  When we turn to Jesus as Lord and Saviour, a wonderful thing happens.  Romans 8:15 says, “For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”  In Christ, we become sons and daughters of God the Father by adoption.  We will be in the House forever.

Now Jesus begins down another path because He knows what is truly in their heart; even though they don’t know it.  He admits that they are Abraham’s descendants, but it is their desire to kill Him.  And He tells them why: “[B]ecause My word has no place in you.”  As Christians, those words ought to be terrifying.  They ought to also drive us to share the Gospel because there are so many in the world now, who will hear those words when it is too late.  

Jesus doubles down and reasserts that all He speaks is what the Father has told Him to say.  Another lesson for us Christians.  We must stand firm in what we know to be the truth.  We know the Bible is true and we know that Christ is truth.  We know that salvation is necessary and that Jesus is the only way to salvation.  Stand on these truths; don’t acquiesce, or compromise, even if the other person out argues you; you know the truth, stand firm in it.  We don’t yell or engage in name calling, but gently reveal the truth.  We only leave to avoid casting our pearls before swine.

Jesus tells them that they speak what they hear from their father.  There is something ominous in what Jesus says there; but they miss it and reassert their Abrahamic ancestry.  Perhaps it would have been good for them to stop for a moment and consider Jesus’ words.  If they had only moments before decided to believe in Jesus, you would have thought they would have been less argumentative and more willing to understand.  But we can see why they don’t, because we know who their father is.

Jesus basically tells them that if they claim to be Abraham’s descendants, then act like it.  Do the things that Abraham did.  We know the story of Abraham.  He was not perfect, but he was righteous.  The longer he lived, the more faithful he became to God.  The most important thing of all: he believed God.  Jesus knows that the ones He is speaking with do not.  Abraham’s belief showed itself in action.  The actions of these people show unbelief.  Jesus can see this clearly, even if we are having trouble at this point in the encounter; but we can see later how right Jesus is.

Here again, this applies to those who claim to be Christian: if you claim to be a follower of Christ, then act like it.  You must truly believe; then your belief will show itself in your actions, in your words, and as only you know, in your thoughts.  

Paul tells the Jews and Gentiles like it is in Romans 2:28-29, “For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh.  But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not from men, but from God.”  Natural descent from Abraham means nothing in the economy of God.  Spiritual descent means everything.  

Genesis tells us that Abraham had eight children, but the promise only passed though one of them; Isaac.  From this we see that being a physical descendant of Abraham does not make one an heir of the promise.  But being a spiritual descendant does.  In Christ, we are all spiritual descendants of Abraham and we inherit the promises he was given; Eternal life, a promised land, and spiritual descendants, those whom we help influence to become Christian.  

Far from doing the deeds of Abraham, Jesus knows that these people have murder in their hearts.  Jesus affirms that He has told them the truth, and they want to kill Him.  During His discourse with Nicodemus, Jesus said that “men loved the darkness rather than the light”.  The truth is light, and men who are in sin don’t want to hear it.  The sad thing is that people think they are free in their sin; but Jesus is trying to explain that is not the case.  They will not listen.  Thank God every day for opening your ears so that you could hear the truth and turn to the Light.
Abraham did not do this.  He never tried to kill one who brought him the truth.  Again, he often failed, but he wanted to be in the light of God’s truth. Even when he failed, he let the light of God’s truth shine on the sin so he could be forgiven.  He always turned back to the Light; back to God.

Be like Abraham.  Live in belief; belief in Jesus as truth.  Avoid sin; and when you fail, turn back to the light of Jesus and receive His forgiveness.  Do not live in sin.  If you are, stop it and repent.  Again, Jesus doesn’t compromise; it has to be His way.  But His way is really freedom.  So, make sure you are a descendant of Abraham; that you believe God.  Be sure that God is your Father by doing the things He says to do; make sure your father isn’t the prince of this world.  Count the cost, accept the price, and follow Jesus as your Saviour.








Prayer

Glorious and almighty God, how precious is Your word.  These conversations that Jesus had are written down for our edification.  Holy Spirit, write these words on our hearts that we may live them.  Help our spirits to battle the evil desires of our flesh.  

In our public declaration of Christ as our Saviour, we have rejected satan.  We were once his slaves, doing his bidding, and an enemy of Christ.  In our blindness we could not see the light of Jesus; but Holy Spirit, You opened our eyes to see the ugliness of the devil and gave us the understanding to reject his lies.

We owe all to You, our Lord and Saviour Jesus.  Our nature is to do the will of satan, but You have won us from him and paid the debt we owe to justice.  Because of You, God’s mercy can be poured out upon us where judgement was once deserved.  Thank You, forever.

We pray these things in Jesus’ name
Amen
