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John 1:1-18 (2)

As we considered last week, God the Son is eternal.  He has always been and He always will be.  At creation He was with God, and was, in fact, God.  God the Son, or “the Word” as John describes Him, is the one who became manifest as a man; the man we know as Jesus who is the Christ.  We know from Scripture that Jesus was fully human; yet at the same time retained His godhood.  John does his best to describe to us the indescribable.  

Jesus the 100% man, who is also 100% God.  Jesus who is God the Son who has been from eternity past, became Jesus the man who submitted to taking the wrath of God in our place.  And yet, God is indivisible.  While God the Son became Jesus, He was never separated from the triune Godhead.  Still, the man Jesus suffered separation from His Father while hanging on the cross.  See why He is God and we are not?

John tells us that all creation came into being through the Word.  God spoke, and it was.  The Word has generative power; creation comes about through Him.  The Word also has regenerative power.  He was able to heal the sick and crippled, the blind and the deaf.  He is also the one who regenerates our souls so that we may have eternal life.  

John now shifts from calling Him the Word of God to the Light of men.  Indeed, that is what Jesus is.  When we are in Christ, we are able to see so much more than those who are still in the darkness of this world.  Now we can’t get cocky; as Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 13:12, “For now we see in a mirror dimly.”  One of our promises is that when we see Jesus face to face, we will suddenly see clearly.  I think that means that our minds will no longer be clouded by sin and we will understand what God has been doing and praise Him for it.

The light of Christ shines in the darkness of this world.  The darkness refers to the sinfulness and evil, the sadness and hopelessness that are so prevalent.  Now, your translation might say of the light that the darkness could not overcome it, or it might say that the darkness could not comprehend it.  Either is true.

Obviously the darkness of the world did not overcome Jesus, the Light.  It thought it had overcome when He died on the cross; but three days later Jesus arose, defeating death.  Nor did the darkness fully understand or comprehend what it was dealing with.  It thought it could stop the plans of God by simply killing Jesus.  No, by killing Jesus the redemptive plans of God were fulfilled.  In this we see once again that all the fallenness of the world, all the sinful actions of mankind, and the works of all the hell-bound demons cannot stop or even delay the plans of God.  In fact, He uses them in bringing forth His good design.

Once more: in trying to extinguish the Light, the darkness only brought about eternal life for the people who will turn to God through Jesus Christ.  In Jesus is life, and we receive that life when we become His followers.  It is one of the many gifts we receive through the workings of God through the crucifixion of Christ.  

We see in verses 10 and 11 that the darkness is not the only one who missed the boat regarding Jesus.  And again this is sad commentary on the state of the world and the fallenness of men.  


The Word of God became manifest and entered into the history of the world.  Right at the beginning of this Gospel account, John makes it clear that this world was created through Him.  Yet the world didn’t even recognize its own Creator.  

Now we kind of have to narrow down the definition of the word “world” here.  While the trees and rocks and flowers praise God by their very existence, they are not capable of recognizing anything.  “World” here refers to people and the things they do.  In verse 9 we see that Jesus is the Light and He “enlightens every man.”  Now, once enlightened, a person can choose to come into the light, have their deeds exposed, receive forgiveness, and obtain eternal life.  Or, they can retreat into the darkness, thinking that their deeds are hidden, and remain in eternal death.

Notice also that the Light came into the world.  Other than a couple preincarnate visits of Jesus we see in the Old Testament, He wasn’t here.  He had to come into this darkness in order to do the work of His Father; which was to make redemption possible for us.  

So back to verse 10: the world, mankind and their doings, did not know Jesus when He came to us.  Paul graphically speaks to this in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.  Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.”  

Paul says “such were some of you” because this is not an exhaustive list of sins that we may live in.  The Bible makes it clear that all of us are in darkness until we come into the light of Jesus Christ and accept it.  And once we turn to Jesus for salvation, we are washed of our sins; we are cleansed of our guilt; we are set apart from the world and declared by God to be “Not Guilty”.  

At this point, we are no longer in darkness because we are no longer of the world: We are citizens of Heaven.  We are citizens of the Kingdom of Christ.  

In verse 12 we are told that “He came to His own, and those who were his own did not receive Him.”  Way back in Genesis, God chose Abraham to be the progenitor of His covenant people.  Further, from Abraham would come one by whom all the nations would be blessed.  Of course, Abraham became the father of the Hebrews; the Israelites; the Jews.  We must not forget that Jesus was born a Jew in the nation of Israel.  The people of promise had their promised Messiah come to them.  But as we know from Scripture: His own did not receive Him.  

Many of the people missed it because He wasn’t what they were expecting.  The religious leaders rejected Him because of their love of power.  All in all, they were blinded by the darkness of the world.  Today, the nation of Israel is still, for the most part, blinded by the darkness of the world.  They either still wait the arrival of the Messiah, or they have given up and turned to a secular existence.  In Psalm 122:6, we are told to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.  While we tend to think of this as the absence of war, I think it points more to peace with God, which can only be obtained through Jesus.

Those who were His own yet did not receive Him are really without excuse.  God made it very plain throughout the Old Testament what to look for.  Especially when they were confronted with Jesus Himself, they ought to have not only received Him but hailed Him as the Christ.  It was plain from Scripture that He was the fulfillment of the first advent of Christ.
Additionally, God sent a man to be “a voice crying in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’”  John the apostle simply refers to him as “John”.  By the time John wrote his account of the Gospel, everyone knew who John the Baptist was.  Testimony was very important to the Jews and John was there to testify.  We read elsewhere that many people came to him and truly repented of their sins; but they still didn’t understand.  The religious leaders came to him to make a show, but he rejected them for their hypocrisy.  

So God not only explained Jesus in the Old Testament, He sent someone to announce that He was there among them.  The one who announced was himself a fulfillment of prophecy.  Basically, it didn’t work.  That does not mean that God failed.  It does not mean that John the Baptist failed.  But as John later says in verse 3:19, “men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”  The fault lies entirely with us.  

We have a fallen nature.  That is the reason we need to keep focused on Jesus.  As we spend less time with Christ, we will drift back into our natural state.  We usually call this back-sliding.  The person doesn’t deny Jesus; they just get sucked into the darkness of the world.

But not all is lost, there is good news.  There are some of us who will receive Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.  There are some who will respond to the prompting of the Holy Spirit and will use the faith offered by Him to turn to Jesus.  That’s what John begins telling us in verse 12 and it is a theme he will return to in greater detail.  

But for now we find out that when we turn to Jesus for salvation, we actually become children of God.  God does literally become our Father.  The apostle Paul speaks of our adoption through Christ Jesus.  In Roman times, when a man adopted a child, in the eyes of the law, there was no difference between that child and one born naturally into the family.  So in the eyes of God, once we become His son or daughter in Christ, we actually become heirs along with Jesus.  

More good news is that once we become a child of God, He will not cast us off.  That can be difficult for us to understand because we know that people who claim to be Christian sometimes become apostate and turn completely away from Christ.  Scripture lets us know that any who do this were never in the family of God in the first place.  We can be secure in the promise of Jesus that no one can snatch us from His hand; and that includes ourselves.

John talks about being born of God and he develops this more in chapter 3 when Jesus talks with Nichodemus.  But for now, we can see that this is a spiritual rebirth.  When we believe in the name of Jesus, which in Jewish thought means everything about Him, we become children of God.  Our spirits, which had been separated from God due to sin, are brought back into fellowship with Him.  

John makes this clear by saying that the birth is not a natural one.  There is no blood; the birth is not because a husband and wife chose to come together in fulfillment of the command in Genesis to be fruitful and multiply.  People don’t make the decision to become children of God.  People choose to accept Jesus by the faith given them by the Holy Spirit; the faith itself is a gift so that no one may boast and all glory goes to God.  But then one of the consequences of coming to Christ is that God the Father adopts us.  

Keep these things in mind.  We must always be ready to give God all the glory for our salvation.  It is unearned and only received by grace.  Which leads to the last few verses of this section which is an additional testimony from the apostle John.

The apostle John was an eyewitness of Jesus.  He was a disciple of Jesus while He was manifest on earth.  The apostles received all the fullness of Christ, primarily at Pentecost.  And John says it was “grace upon grace”.  Unimaginable favor that they received when they in no way deserved it.  

The Law was given through Moses.  The Law was a revelation of God; a revelation of His character.  The Law was a focus of much of the Old Testament.  But if one looks for it, grace and truth are there also.  The Old Testament saints were saved by faith as was pointed out for Abraham.  None of them were perfect, but they could be declared righteous by faith.  That was grace, because they were still sinners.

But Jesus came as the embodiment of grace and truth.  He claimed to be the Truth; and He is because He is the word of God.  And He demonstrated grace in the suffering He endured for our salvation.  So while the Law was a revelation of God’s character, Jesus was much more.  And that is because Jesus is God.  Jesus’ very life and all He went through here on earth explains who the Father is.

We have a gracious God who wants us to know Him.  Get to know Jesus; He is the very essence of the Father.




Prayer

Merciful Lord, what Your Holy Spirit has written here through Your servant John is both easy to see, and at the same time deeper than we can ever hope to understand fully.  I pray that this short discussion we have had of this part of Your word will lead to a deeper understanding of You and of Your only begotten Son.  I pray that we will meditate on these words and that Your Holy Spirit will give us the insight that He desires us to have.

I pray, Lord, that we don’t simply pass over the significance of being Your child.  Help us to come to a better understanding of the gravity of that statement; of that fact.  It is far more than a pleasant idea; it is a spiritual reality that has consequences.  You will love us and care for us as the perfect Father; You will also discipline us and allow difficulties for our good, as the perfect Father.

Thank You Jesus for Your obedience to the Father and Your great love for us, Your creation.  Thank You Holy Spirit for drawing us to Christ and gifting us with the faith necessary for salvation.  Thank You Father, for being pleased to crush Your Son on our behalf.  We will praise You for eternity.

In Jesus’ name we pray these things
Amen
