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John 3:16-21 (2)

Last week we looked at John 3:16 very in-depth.  It is one of the most important verses in the Bible: it is the way to salvation.  Jesus had told Nicodemus that anyone who wants to enter the Kingdom of God must be born again; in other words, our spirit must be made alive again before God.  John 3:16 tells us how to do that.

When we die, our spirits are separated from our bodies.  That separation demonstrates death.  Because of sin and our sin nature, our spirits are separated from God; we exist in spiritual death.  Our spirit must be cleansed of all sin and guilt in order for us to be reunited in fellowship with God.  When our spirit comes alive again, that’s being reborn.  The only way for our spirit to be reborn and come alive again is to believe on Jesus Christ.

Earlier in this chapter, Jesus told Nicodemus that he had to be born again.  Next He gave him clues that should have jogged his memory from the Old Testament.  Now the straight answer is being given to us: Believe on Jesus Christ for the removal of sin and guilt, and receive eternal life.  It is not possible for us to be good enough to be acceptable to God.  But He made a way for us to come to Himself, a very costly way, by the suffering and death of His Son.

As I mentioned before, we can’t really tell if verses 16 through 21 are Jesus still talking to Nicodemus or if they are commentary added by the apostle John.  Fortunately, it doesn’t matter.  All the Bible is the word of God brought through human authors by the Holy Spirit.  So what we read is true; and we can depend on it for our eternity.

As we continue, we see that God sent the Son into the world.  Now, God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are all One.  Still the three persons of the Trinity each have their parts to play in our salvation.  The fact that God the Father sent the Son is proof of His great love for us.  Jesus was sent to us to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins.  His suffering took place so that we don’t have to go through it if we accept Him.  And God didn’t send Him begrudgingly; Isaiah 53:10 says, “But the Lord was pleased To crush Him, putting Him to grief.”  

It’s not that it made God happy to send His only begotten Son to die a horrible death.  It made God happy to give us a chance to be saved; and this was the only way.  Verse 17 is very straight forward that Jesus was sent to save the world, not to judge it.  But the Bible is also clear that He will come again, and He will not come again as the Suffering Servant; He will come as Warrior and Judge.  As you know, Scripture lets us know that Jesus is coming to earth twice: once has already taken place, once more will take place in the future.

One of the main places where this can be seen is in Luke 4 starting with verse 18.  Jesus is teaching in the synagogue at Nazareth and He reads from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah: “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR.  HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.” Next Jesus told them that He was the fulfillment of that prophesy.  

It’s important to go to the book of Isaiah and look at the next line of that prophesy that Jesus didn’t read: And the day of vengeance of our God.   That day of vengeance is the next time Jesus comes back.  Only those who have accepted Jesus as Saviour will be safe from the vengeance to come.  

So, God sent His Son into the world that the world might be saved through Him.  Notice that word “might”.  This is not universalism; there is a condition and that condition is very clear: Believe on Jesus Christ.  That is the one and only way to salvation.  Our first thought might be “Well, that’s not fair.”  Actually it is far more than fair.  On our own, all of us deserve eternal damnation.  Everyone is in the same boat from birth.

But because of God’s great love for us, He made a way for us to have eternal life.  He offers one way and one way only; but that way is open to anyone and everyone who will take it.  And God loves us so much, not because we are loveable, but because as it says in 1 John 4:16 “God is love.”  He loves us so much that He made a way where none existed.  But don’t mistake love for permissiveness.  God’s love and compassion will not override His justice.  We must accept Christ.

There is a beautiful promise in verse 18, and that is that all who believe on Christ will not be judged.  And that is judgement in a punitive sense.  As the apostle Paul says in Romans 8:1, “Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  The only judgement a Christian will receive is to determine rewards received in eternity.  

It’s also important to understand the nuance of “believe in”; or as Paul puts it “in Christ Jesus”.  This is not just a mere acceptance that someone named Jesus lived.  It is not a belief that Jesus was simply a good moral teacher or even a prophet.  This is far more than an acknowledgement.  This is putting all your faith in Jesus as the One who can save you from hell.  This is turning your life over to Him.  This is letting Him have rule over your life, even if it means suffering.  Actually, suffering is part of the deal.  As a Chirstian you will suffer at the hands of satan, but your suffering brings glory to the Christ who set you free from eternal death.  It’s worth it.

So to believe on Jesus is to be saved from judgement and condemnation.  The other side of the coin is for those who do not believe.  They have been judged already; they have been condemned already.  And the reason is that they did not believe in the only begotten Son of God.  As we discussed earlier, faith in Jesus Christ is the only way to salvation.  If you refuse to accept Him as Saviour, then you have closed the only door to heaven without stepping through it.  

Back in chapter one, John referred to Jesus as “Light”.  The apostle uses light and darkness a lot; and of course, light is good and dark is evil.  Here he is actually calling Jesus “Light”.  Jesus is goodness and holiness manifested into a human-being.  He is also the One who can make us see and illuminates our deeds.  That illumination takes place by considering our thoughts and actions in view of the morality of God.  

So, as John tells us, those who are in Christ are not afraid to have our deeds come into the light of Christ.  And there are two reasons for that.  First, if our deeds are done in truth and righteousness, it brings glory to God in Christ.  And that is the main goal of a Christian.  We want to glorify the One who has saved us from an eternity of suffering away from the presence of God.  We owe Him everything and so following His commandments is no longer a chore; it is a pleasure and an honor.

The second reason we not afraid to have our deeds come into the light is that if we have sinned, we can come to the Light in repentance and be cleansed of all our sin and guilt.  When we are in Jesus, forgiveness of sins is ours.  And when we mess up, our Lord is faithful to bring us back into fellowship with Him when we confess.  


A caveat: we are forgiven all our sins as soon as we truly turn to Christ for salvation and our salvation is intact.  But when we do sin as a Christian, we need to repent to restore proper fellowship with our Saviour.  When Jesus washed the feet of the disciples at the last supper, He told them that one who has had a bath is clean, they just need to wash the dirt off their feet.  That is a metaphor for the Christian life.  We are clean in the blood of Christ, but sometimes we need our feet washed.

The problem is for those who do not want to come into the Light.  These are people who prefer the metaphorical darkness.  The Bible is clear that the natural state of a human-being is to prefer the darkness; we want to sin.  From the actions of Adam and Eve, we have a sin nature inherited from our parents.  That is simply now part of the human condition.  

We are told some very scary things in the Bible: Ephesians 2:3 lets us know that by nature we are children of wrath.  And in Romans 5:10 those outside of Christ are enemies of God. That is where all of us were before we accepted Jesus.  And that is where everyone is who has not accepted Christ.  That is not a good place to be considering Jesus’ warning in Matthew 10:28, “Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  

Now God is not an ogre, He doesn’t want to do that.  In Ezekiel 33:11 God says: “I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live.”  God is a God of absolute justice; all sin is punished.  For those who accept Christ, that punishment took place in Him.  But “men loved the darkness rather than the Light.”  We are all in a burning building and there is only one door out.  It is sad how few will take it.

A huge problem is our desire for autonomy.  We want to control our own lives, we don’t want anyone, even a benevolent God, telling us what to do.  The result is that we rebel.  That is exactly what Eve fell for in the Garden of Eden, she wanted to be like God.  And we can see this desire for autonomy expressing itself in our culture with greater intensity.  

We want homosexuality to be a norm, when it blatantly goes against the creation order God established.  More and more are wanting assisted suicide to be legal so that we even determine when we die.  Transgenderism is the desire to override our God given gift of maleness and femaleness.  Like those at the tower of Babel and like satan himself, we want to be above God and do without Him.

As an aside, in Deuteronomy 22:5 it says: “A woman shall not wear man’s clothing, nor shall a man put on a woman’s clothing; for whoever does these things is an abomination to the LORD your God.”  This has nothing to do with women wearing pants, they all wore robes at that time.  It is an attempt to act as the opposite sex.  That is the closest they could get to transgenderism back then.

Verse 20 says that everyone who does evil hates the Light; that is, they hate Jesus.  They want nothing to do with Him.  They see Him as getting in the way of doing the things they want to do, and what they want to do is evil.  And here is something to keep in mind: people who are not in Christ can do very good things; they can be very kind and generous.  But because they have not been washed in the blood of Jesus their good works are not acceptable to God.  Their works are tainted with sin because their motivation is from an unregenerated human heart.  Again, Genesis 8:21 God remarks: the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth.  

So when an unbeliever does something that appears to us to be good, God, who sees the heart, knows the intent of the heart is evil.  Because they will not turn to the light of Jesus Christ, they are judged and condemned.  They have done it themselves.

Verse 21 says: “But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”  When we come to the Light, who is Jesus Christ, then we are clean and we are covered in His righteousness.  Our deeds are then acceptable to God, and He is pleased with them.  Now this doesn’t mean that we parade our good deeds around for others to see.  But we also don’t avoid a good deed just because someone is watching.  

This primarily refers to how we live our everyday life.  If we live in accordance with Christ, God is glorified because people will see.  Then it is up to them: They may come to Christ and glorify God by proving His mercy, or they may stay in darkness and glorify God by proving His justice.

Now, you who claim to be followers of Christ.  Is all of your life in the Light?  Do you live righteously, and on those occasions when you fail do you run to the Light for cleansing?  Or is there some secret sin in your life that you want to keep hidden?  If so, I will state what you already know deep in your heart: God knows what it is.  Brother or sister in Christ, if there is a hidden sin in your life, run to the Light in repentance.  Restore your fellowship with God so that you may receive His many blessings and that you may glorify Him in this dark world.



Prayer

Lord Jesus, as we live in Your light, we can see how much the world is enveloped in darkness.  And so many love it there.   They have no understanding that they are under the wrath of almighty God who is able to destroy both body and soul.  They foolishly believe in their own autonomy.  They are blinded by the shininess of the world.

And now Lord, lest we commit the sin of arrogance, keep us well aware that each of us was in the same position before Jesus.  We too were under judgement and condemnation.  It is only by Your great mercy that we are no longer under wrath.  Remind us of these things so that we will be merciful.

You do not desire the eternal death of the wicked and we are the ones who are to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, so that some may turn from the darkness and into the light of Christ.  Give us all a desire for the lost, for those under judgement, that they may have a chance to turn to the Light before it is too late.

We pray these things to the glory of Christ
Amen
