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John 4:25-42

Jesus, tired and hungry and thirsty from His journey, nevertheless takes the time to earnestly speak with this woman.  Other Jews would not have spoken to her because she was a Samaritan; other Rabbis would not have spoken to her because she was a woman.  Any religious leader who knew her past would have had nothing to do with her.  But here is our Lord and Master offering her salvation.  What a loving and merciful God we serve; what an example He sets for we who are His followers.

The Samaritans believed that a prophet was coming whom they called “Taheb”.  Their view of the Messiah is founded on Deuteronomy 18:18, “I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.”  While the Jews didn’t look for the Messiah to be primarily a teacher, the Samaritans did.  They expected Him to be one who would explain all mysteries; He would impart divine truth.

Jesus stated very plainly that He is the Messiah they are looking for.  What a shock it must have been to the woman when she put together that not only did He know about her life, but He has been speaking divine mysteries.  If only we could be so excited in the revelation of the Christ.  She ran off to Sychar without her water pot.  Did she leave it so Jesus could finally get His drink; or in her excitement did she simply forget it?  We’ll have to ask her in heaven.

When the woman made mention of the coming Messiah, Jesus responded literally, “I am, the One speaking to you.”  Most translations add the pronoun “He”, for clarification; something like “I am He.”  In the book of John, there are several what are called “I am” statements.  This is one of them, and we can think back to Exodus 3:14 where Moses faces the burning bush and asks the LORD His name.  He responds with “I AM WHO I AM”; or more simply “I AM”.  When Jesus makes one of His “I am” statements, you can be sure that He is hinting at who He really is: God Himself.  

Jesus was very rarely this direct about claiming to be the Messiah.  The people of Judah tied too much political baggage to the title.  Jesus certainly left them enough hints, but He wasn’t what they were looking for.  They wanted someone to get rid of the Romans.  The people of Samaria didn’t have those ideas.  They were just looking for someone to teach them the lessons of God.

Jesus made His revelation to the woman at about the time His disciples came back from Sychar.  That’s when she left for town.  The disciples didn’t ask the woman what she wanted or ask Jesus why He was talking to her.  Some think that they were beginning to catch on to their Master’s ways; but this is highly unlikely.  They still didn’t have much of a clue about what was going on.

The woman went straight to the town and spoke to the men of the town.  This was most likely at the city gates.  That is where the leading men of a city would gather to carry on business and legal matters for the town.  Picture this woman breathless from excitement and coming all the way down the hill in the heat of the day.  She begins speaking to the leaders of the town about a man who told her everything she ever did.  

This is perhaps hyperbole, but there may also have been more unrecorded conversation.  Regardless, Jesus said enough that she was convinced that He knew everything about her.  And although she wasn’t entirely sure, she hoped that this was the Messiah.  She wanted Him to be the Messiah.  She wanted the men to come check it out so that she could be sure.  
An important footnote about sin.  To be convicted of sin is the point where we stop concealing it from ourselves.  We are very good at justifying sin in our lives; we are good at ignoring it.  But once the Holy Spirit convicts us, we can no longer justify or ignore it.  We may make the poor choice of remaining in it regardless, but it is then forefront in our minds.  The Holy Spirit may convict us directly or He may use someone or something else to bring the conviction; that is up to Him.  But that is one of His parts in the redemption of God’s people.  In John 16:8, Jesus speaks of the promised Holy Spirit: And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.  

Jesus knows everything about each one of us; He still loves us and desires to bring each of us into His righteousness.  We are His bride and Christ is working to cleanse His bride and make us beautiful.  That is the sanctification we experience throughout this life.  It is often unpleasant, but: [W]e know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. (Rom 8:28) If you are here today as a believer in Christ for salvation, you are called according to God’s purpose.  

The woman testified to the men and the men were sufficiently convinced to make the journey up the hill.  There is something special about the testimony of someone who is convinced in their heart about what they are saying.  But there is also power in the words of Jesus, even if spoken by someone else.  That is why the Gospel is effective today, even 2000 years after Jesus.  A person can still choose to reject the message, but it takes an act of will to do so.

While these things are going on, the disciples were with Jesus at the well and were trying to get Him to eat.  For all their faults, they did truly care for and love their Master.  They knew He was hungry and tired and that He needed to eat.  But, as always, Jesus took the opportunity to teach His disciples.  

Jesus said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.”  They immediately begin wondering if someone had brought Him some food.  Once again, Jesus was speaking spiritually and His audience takes it physically.  Nicodemus thought Jesus wanted him to go through the birth process again.  The woman thought He was talking about physical water.  The disciples thought someone has snuck some food to Him while they were away.

Jesus was telling Nicodemus that his spirit was separated from God in death and it needed to be made alive again through the work of God in Christ.  Jesus was telling the woman that He was the source of eternal life.  Now He is trying to explain to the disciples about spiritual food; the nourishment of the regenerated human spirit that has become a child of God.  Although Jesus is the source of eternal life, it is necessary for us to do the work God has planned for us.  This is our spiritual food and the way we bear fruit for the One who has saved us from the eternal hell.

Jesus is also no doubt referring to Deuteronomy 8:3, “man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.”  So yes, we need food for our physical bodies, but we must not neglect our spirits.  Just as God provided manna in the desert, God has provided living bread from heaven; His Word.  Jesus was entirely focused on doing the will of His Father, that is what nourished His soul.  And according to 1 Timothy 2:4 God “desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  So, Jesus came to earth to make it possible for anyone to be saved who will accept Him.  The salvation of sinners is the will of God.

And Jesus completed His work.  His last words on the cross were: “It is finished.”  At that point He sent His spirit into the hands of the Father.  Jesus accomplished what He came for.
How about us?  Ephesians is clear that God has work for us to do.  True happiness and fulfillment in this life will not be had until we are working that special calling God has for us.  I know very well, that many are still looking; they don’t know the calling God has for their lives.  Seek the Lord in prayer, keep your eyes and hearts open; He will reveal.  There is a good chance that you can look at your life and see what you really enjoy doing.  Ask yourself how you could apply that to the service of the Lord.

In the meantime, the Bible has numerous ways to be pleasing to God, most importantly, following the commands of Christ.  Good works in showing love to your neighbor are callings of God.  We often desire to do some great thing for God, but do the small things we learn of in the Bible first.  In Luke 16:10 Jesus says: “He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much.”  Prove your faithfulness in the plain things of the Bible, and the Lord will lead you to your calling.

Jesus changes from spiritual food to the idea of sowing and reaping; of bringing in a harvest.  Again, not barley or wheat, but souls.  Bringing people into the Kingdom of Christ.  Jesus begins with a proverb: There are still four months, and then comes the harvest.  This is probably not a way to calculate the time of year this took place.  It’s probably a saying about planting and then waiting four months before the harvest.  Jesus says the harvest is ready now.

Jesus tells His disciples to look with spiritual eyes, that the fields of humanity are white for harvest.  This could refer to the sun shining through the heads of the wheat, or perhaps He is pointing out the Samaritans dressed in white robes coming up the hill.  Someone made the insightful observation that the disciples came back from Sychar bringing bread, whereas the woman came back with people.

Jesus makes much use of the idea of one sowing and another reaping. This tends to get a little confusing but that is because there are several meanings that can be gleaned from His words.  Let’s look at verse 36.  Jesus says, “Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life.”  This easily applies to the woman.  She has received the word then went and told others and here they come.  She is receiving the wages of eternal life through faith that has proven itself by action.  Further, she is harvesting fruit for Christ.  

Who is the One who did the sowing?  It was Jesus when He spoke to her at the well.  Jesus goes on to say: “[T]he one who sows and the one who reaps may rejoice together.”  The woman who is the reaper rejoices in her salvation, Jesus who is the sower also rejoices in her salvation, and in those who are following her to meet Him.

More in general, the prophets and righteous forefathers of Israel all the way up to John the Baptist have labored in the field of humanity.  Trying their best to bring people to be faithful to God and prepare the way for Christ.  They have done the arduous labor of preparing the soil and sowing.  Jesus’ disciples are now set to harvest souls because the promised Christ has come.

And for us, now that the Messiah has come and we who are followers have the indwelling Holy Spirit, we are set to reap.  We are set to gather the souls that the Holy Spirit has prepared.  But we are also to sow.  We tell the Gospel message and that is the seed that will sprout into salvation.  We are to be both sowers and reapers.  And there is no room for jealousy.  We may sow and another reap.  But our joy is that Christ’s Kingdom has been increased and that another who has been made in the image of God has come to salvation.


The Samaritans asked Jesus to stay with them for a while.  That was unheard of.  In Luke chapter nine, we read of Jesus sending His disciples into a town of Samaria to make some arrangements, but the Samaritans wouldn’t receive them.  Also, for Jews to stay in a Samaritan town was unheard of.  But again, Jesus is doing the will of His Father which is to bring people into the Kingdom.

One of the big problems for a Jew associating with a Samaritan is that the Jew would become unclean.  The same is true for touching a leper.  Notice that Jesus had no problem touching a leper in order to heal him.  Jesus did not become unclean; because He is God, and His touch cleanses.  In cleansing the Samaritans who were part Jew, we see an earnest being given for the Gentiles.  Which was the plan from the beginning.  God told Abraham that all nations would be blessed through him.  

Many of the people of the town turned to Christ and many could do so because they had heard Jesus themselves.  They are not disparaging the woman by saying they believe because they have heard Jesus for themselves; many had already believed on account of her testimony.  

Most of us come to believe in Jesus for salvation by hearing someone else tell us the Gospel.  But that belief is strengthened by reading the Bible, prayer, and fellowship.  So be thankful to God for the one who sowed to your life; and be thankful to God for the one who reaped.  They may be one and the same, they may be many people.  Regardless, it was the work of the Holy Spirit through God’s faithful that brought you to salvation.  Praise Him.







Prayer

Lord, we are the unlikely people You will use to fulfill Your sovereign will.  It is to Your glory that You will use the imperfect and the hard-hearted to see Your design for the world and the Kingdom of Christ come to pass.  It is to our great benefit that You have made a way for us to be redeemed.  We pray that You are glorified in our salvation.

Too often Lord, we will look on others as the people of Israel looked on the Samaritans.  We fall victim to fear and prejudice.  May Your Holy Spirit open the eyes of our heart, so that we may see others as You do: lost sheep who need a Shepherd; just as we do.

Help us to reap.  Help us to sow.  Open our eyes so that we may recognize each opportunity.  And whether we have done the reaping or sowing, may it simply be our pleasure to bear fruit for the Kingdom of our Lord.

It is in the name of Jesus we pray
Amen
