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John 2:1-11

In chapter one of John’s Gospel, John provides credible witnesses as to who Jesus is.  First he provides his own understanding and testimony that Jesus is God Himself and all things have been created through Him.  He also brings up the witness of John the Baptist.  John was recognized as being a prophet and he rightfully claimed that he was himself the fulfillment of prophecy.  The Baptist testified that Jesus was the Christ.  Further, God testified that Jesus was the Christ by the visible manifestation of the Holy Spirit descending on Him.  We remember those powerful words quoted in Matthew 3:17, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.”  

The apostle has established several witnesses and now begins to tell of the signs that Jesus brought about that testified to Himself.  For the most part, John doesn’t use the term for “miracle”; he uses the word “sign”.  The things that Jesus did were to testify as to who He was.  Any who had eyes to see and ears to hear could determine that this was the promised Messiah, fulfilling the Law and the prophets.  If they were willing to follow Him, their sins and guilt would be removed and they would receive eternal life.  And so it is today.  John later says in chapter 20 and verse 31: [T]hese have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.  

John begins with Jesus’ very first sign; changing water into wine at a wedding in Cana.  The synoptic Gospels don’t have this account.  Perhaps because healing sick, raising dead, and casting out demons seem to demonstrate more power; and indeed, they demonstrate a lot of power.  But we must not miss the lessons and the theology in this account.

Regarding wine, there are plenty of good solid Christians who will insist that anytime wine is mentioned in the Bible that it is actually grape juice.  And that’s really not an issue to get upset about.  However, wine is wine and that is exactly what the Bible is talking about.  An alcoholic beverage is fine; but drunkenness is a sin.  As I mentioned though, if you believe that wine is not sanctioned in the Bible, that’s fine.  But it should not be a source of contention between Christians.

John begins this account by telling us that it is the third day.  This is the third day after meeting with Nathanael.  This is the only place where John keeps careful track of the days and what we see is that this is the seventh day from the beginning of John’s account of the Gospel.  Of course, the number seven indicates perfection.  Jesus identifies Himself as Messiah on the seventh day of His public ministry.  And by the way, we learn in chapter 21 verse 2 that Nathanael is from Cana.  

The occasion is a wedding.  Jewish weddings were a big deal, often lasting for a week.  You can imagine, depending on the number of guests, the amount of food and wine that was consumed and it was the responsibility of the bridegroom to supply these things.  Certainly there were people who would help prepare for the feast and provide service while it was taking place.  And verse one tells us that the mother of Jesus was there.

She was most likely there to help out as we can see by her concern about the wine.  Probably, this was also family of some kind involved in the wedding and that’s why Jesus was invited.  Because weddings were such big celebrations, lots of people were invited so Jesus’ disciples were invited too.  Some say that it is because Jesus and His disciples showed up that they ran out of wine in the first place; but they would have been invited long enough before that they would have been accounted for.

A catastrophe took place; they ran out of wine.  This would have been a tremendous embarrassment to the bridegroom.  Israel was an honor/shame culture.  This would have been a much bigger deal to them than it would be to us.  Additionally, if we happen to run out of something it’s easy to run to the local store and get some more; that’s not the way it was at this time.

So, as one of the people who is getting things done, Mary turns to her son and tells Him, “They have no wine.”  We don’t really know what she expected Him to do.  She knew where He came from but the Bible lets us know that she, just like everyone else, didn’t fully understand until the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost.  Also there is no indication that Jesus had done anything miraculous until now.  Regardless, she expected Him to do something.  I picture the stereotypical Jewish mother telling her son what to do.

The next two verses are very difficult but full of meaning.  Let’s work through them.  Jesus replied to Mary by calling her “woman”.  Some translations try to soften this by writing “Dear woman”, but that is not what is going on here.  There is really no good English equivalent to the Greek word here.  Jesus is not rude or disrespectful to His mother, but it is a term that will get her attention too.

From this point on, Jesus distances Himself from His mother and natural family.  He does not turn His back on them as we see when He is on the cross and He places Mary in the care of the apostle John. He also appears to at least some of His half-brothers after His resurrection so they might become His followers.  The reason for this distancing is because He must now devote Himself to the ministry and the purpose for which He came.  As the Bible points out time and again; God must come first, even before the God ordained family unit.  Mary must learn this.

Jesus next asks Mary a question, “What does that have to do with us?”  This question does get translated in a number of ways.  Literally it reads, “What to Me and to you?; in other words, “What do you and I have in common so far as the matter at hand is concerned?”  While this question is not rude, it is abrupt.  What we are hearing is Jesus giving His mother a mild rebuke.  

As Jesus begins His ministry, neither she nor anyone else gets to have any pull in what He does.  As God is no respecter of persons, so Jesus must do the work His Father has given Him regardless of any family or friend.  No one gets special treatment.  Any who would have eternal life must come to Him as their Saviour and that includes Mary.

Let’s consider Mary for a moment.  The Roman Catholic church has elevated her to a statis bordering on deity.  She is prayed to and she is considered a mediatrix.  If you want to get something done, take it to Mary and she will have Jesus get it taken care of.  They even have the concept of the immaculate conception in which Mary was conceived by God just as Jesus was.  There is also the idea of perpetual virginity; which means she had no other children and remained a virgin.

In the Protestant reformation, these things were rejected; as they should be.  But it also swung a little too far the other way where she was not even talked about; and perhaps even downplayed.

There is nothing wrong with understanding that Mary was given a very special mission by God the Father.  Just as we may hold any of the saints in honor, without worshiping them, we can do so with Mary.  In fact, even the angel said, “Greetings favored one.”  And Elizabeth prophesied, “Blessed are you among women.”  


Also, consider what Mary, as a human-being, went through.  The humiliation of being an unwed mother, traveling to Bethlehem at about eight months pregnant.  You know, we always picture her riding a donkey; but none of the Gospel accounts say she did.  She and Joseph were not well off.  She may have walked all that way.

She cared for her baby, feeding Him, clothing Him, helping Him learn to walk.  Jesus was her child and she loved Him as any mother would.  But now a time has come where He must separate to do His Father’s bidding.  He must be about His Father’s business and she no longer has special treatment as His mother. She will learn later that she must come to Him for salvation just like everyone else.  

When Joseph and Mary brough the infant Jesus to the temple to be dedicated to God, an old prophet named Simion came to them.  Among other things he told Mary, “And a sword will pierce even your own soul.”  No doubt that took place when she saw Him crucified on the cross; but perhaps it happened a little here too.  Mary suffered for the sake of Christ; just as we are called to do. 

The last part of what Jesus says is the most difficult.  My hour has not yet come.  On the surface and on first reading, it seems as if Jesus is saying that it’s not yet time to demonstrate His miraculous powers.  But then He does it; so this is not the answer.  To get a fuller answer we must read the entire Gospel of John time and again.  In doing so, we come to realize that this statement was not for Mary at that time.  It was for us.  

We will notice that John is very consistent in using “hour” or “time” to refer to Jesus’ glorification in the crucifixion.  All through the first twelve chapters Jesus’ hour is “not yet”.  Once John moves into the last Passover for Jesus, His hour has come.  Would Mary understand this?  Certainly not.  But Jesus spoke what the Father told Him and John wrote what the Holy Spirit revealed to him, so this answer was given to us to teach us.  Jesus had a very specific hour in which He would be glorified and that was on the cross.  His signs were glimmers of His glory, enough to help people believe; but His full exultation came on the cross when He defeated satan, sin, and death.

Along with this, Jesus always took things further than what people were thinking.  Mary was worried about the embarrassment of running out of wine.  But Jesus may be thinking of several of the prophets who referred to the Messianic age as a time of much wine.  One is Amos 9; part of verse 13 says, “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, … When the mountains will drip sweet wine.”  So, Jesus will provide wine at this wedding as a symbol of the dawning of the Messianic age; but it is not yet consummated.

Also, while Jesus will provide wine in His own timing and according to His own way to save embarrassment, we must consider the wedding supper of the Lamb.  Jesus will be the Bridegroom and He will be the one who supplies the wine.  And you can bet that there will be no shortage.  And you can also bet that you will never have tasted anything better.

Again, Mary would have understood none of this, but we can.  What Mary did understand was the gentle rebuke.  Instead of pressing Jesus, she simply turned in faith to the servants and told them, “Whatever He says to you, do it.”  As we know with the account of the Syrophoenician woman whose daughter was demon possessed, sometimes Jesus would make a person wait to demonstrate, and strengthen, their faith.  


Perhaps we need to be reminded that we don’t get to tell the Almighty what to do.  He encourages us to come to Him and make our requests; He loves when His children come to Him.  But He is God and we are not; we present our petitions and await His will.  It’s kind of a balancing act: we are to be persistent in prayer, but certainly not demanding.  If at any point we get a clear “no”, it is time to drop it and let it go.  If however we are doing our best to ask according to God’s will and we receive no answer, we are to keep on asking.

A good example is praying for someone’s salvation.  That is a prayer that is according to God’s will because the Bible tells us that it is His will that all would come to salvation; He takes no delight in the death of the wicked.  It may take years, but never give up praying for a loved one to be saved.

Jesus tells the servants to fill the stone waterpots.  They do exactly as He says and fill them until they can hold no more.  Notice that Jesus didn’t wave His hands or anything like that.  He simply told them to draw some out and take it to the headwaiter.  He didn’t even try it first Himself.  In the first part of chapter one of this Gospel, John tells us that everything was created through Jesus.  Now we also see that Jesus has the power to change things.  Here He made water into wine.  But He also changes any of us who will come to Him for salvation.  He changes our hearts from stone to flesh so that God’s law may take root there and we can grow in Christ.

The headwaiter is impressed.  He goes to the bridegroom and complements him on serving the good wine after the guests have already had some wine to drink.  The bridegroom would have already served the best wine he could get, so the wine Jesus made was extraordinary.  Now there are some translations that say the poor wine would be served after the people were drunk.  This is a poor translation.  Drunkenness is a sin and Jesus would have had no part in enabling it.  

A couple of general points.  First, it is good to have Jesus at your wedding.  Not to provide wine, but to sanctify matrimony which was created by God in the very beginning.  A marriage built on Jesus from the very beginning has the best chance of surviving all the assaults of satan.  Also, no prayer is too small to bring to Christ.  Some will not bring anything to the Lord in prayer unless it is something “big”.  But Jesus cares for every little thing in your life.  We see here His first miracle was simply saving someone embarrassment.  Take everything to the Lord in prayer.

There are also a couple Old Testament ties here.  First are the stone water pots.  They were used for ceremonial washings.  This was both law and tradition.  But Jesus has turned it into something better: from law to grace.  From ceremony to undeserved favor in the dawning of the Messianic age.  Also, in Joshua 18:28 we are told that Cana was in the land given to the tribe of Ashur.  In Genesis 49:20 while Israel is prophesying about the future of his sons, he says, “As for Ashur, his food will be rich, and he will yield royal dainties.”  You can’t get any more royal than Jesus, and excellent wine would be quite a dainty.  

So here, the disciples of Jesus caught a very slight glimpse of the glory of Jesus.  Again, it is a glory that would come to fulness in the crucifixion.  But for now, it strengthened their faith; and although they didn’t understand, they believed in Him.

Although we haven’t personally witnessed the man Jesus perform any signs, we have the witness of the Bible.  Additionally, when we come to believe the Bible, we also have the witness of the Holy Spirit.  And if we cling to Christ as our one and only Saviour, we will in the life to come, witness His glory in person.  


Prayer

Lord Jesus, You came to this earth teaching and performing miraculous signs.  These signs were given as evidence that Your claims to being the Son of God and the Messiah are true.  Although we didn’t see them ourselves, we have Your word the Bible; and it is sufficient.

In Your word we can see how You fulfilled the law and the prophets and the writings.  Each of these pointed to Your coming to redeem mankind from our sin.  We see that You have fulfilled coming as a suffering servant.  So we await Your next coming in great power and glory.

Thank You Jesus, because in You we need have no fear of Your return.  In fact, we seek it and pray for it.  As it says in Your own word, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

Most holy Lord it is in Your name we pray
Amen
