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John 8:30-59 (3)

As we have been considering this passage, we have noted that Jesus is speaking with people who have decided to believe in Him.  However, they are not believing in Him rightly.  Jesus immediately turns to discipleship; which the people are not yet willing to accept.  In today’s world, these are people who think Christianity might be a good idea.  They claim belief in this Jesus fellow; and feel that following the morality in the Bible would make a nice society; as long as it doesn’t interfere with their chosen lifestyle.  The avoidance of “big sins” ought to be enough to gain access to heaven; if such a place turns out to exist.

This is different from outright rejection of Christ or anything to do with the God of the Bible; but it is just as spiritually deadly.  That is why Jesus went straight into discipleship.  To be saved is more than just mere assent to the existence of Jesus; it brings with it a knowledge of who He is, and a willingness to live a joyful and sacrificial life.  Salvation comes from believing that Jesus is God the Son who has always existed and always will; from believing in His virgin birth as a human-being, His life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension into heaven where He now lives; from believing that His death was sufficient to rid us of all our sins and that we then do good works, not to gain salvation, but to please the One who gained salvation for us: Jesus.

These people could not be this far along, but they couldn’t even get to the first point that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God.

Jesus begins by telling them that being His disciple with give them freedom; freedom from slavery to sin.  They unfortunately feel that since they are Jews, the chosen people of God, they are already free from any judgement; they are children of Abraham.  We have already considered how often this attitude had gotten the Israelites in trouble; and it will continue to do so.  The prophet Amos told them in chapter 3 verses 1-2: Hear this word which the LORD has spoken against you, sons of Israel, against the entire family which He brought up from the land of Egypt: “You only have I chosen among all the families of the earth; Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.”  

The beginning of Israel was with Abraham.  He received the covenant promises that would blossom into the Law given through Moses and the new covenant given in the blood of Jesus.  Because of all this privilege and favor, they had the responsibility to be a holy people and to bring other nations into the fellowship of God: they did neither.  They simply took for granted their privilege and looked down on all other nations.  Even now, the chosen nation of Israel is primarily secular and those who are orthodox continue to reject their Messiah.  Because they have consistently refused to uphold their end of the covenant, they consistently receive punishment.  

Pray for God’s people Israel; they are just like these people Jesus is talking with in our passage.  They only accept Jesus as a good man or a prophet or not at all.  They have rejected God’s Messiah; and in so doing they have rejected God.  They are not spiritual children of Abraham or God.  They are trapped in sin; just like most of the world who have not received the blessing of the covenant.  

Of course, as the apostle Paul points out, it is because of their rejection that Christianity has spread so far outside of Israel.  We who are Gentiles have greatly benefitted from Israel’s hardheartedness.  This is the way God’s promise to Abraham has been fulfilled: “In you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”  
The ones Jesus is speaking with accuse Him of being a Samaritan and having a demon.  They will not consider that they are enslaved to sin themselves.  They stand on their lineage from Abraham and consider themselves children of God.  They also consistently consider things in the physical.  Jesus is talking to them about spiritual matters.  But they cannot understand.  Jesus lays it on the line: they are incapable of understanding truth because they are spiritual children of the devil.  

We need to be aware of this today; most people in the world are spiritual children of the devil.  You can see this when you talk with them about Jesus or even about basic morality.  They will not accept it no matter how much sense it makes.  That is why we must share the Gospel.  The Gospel is the truth that will cut through all of satan’s lies.  It is fine to discuss morally right and wrong with people and it may be necessary when presenting the Gospel.  But it is only the Gospel itself that the Holy Spirit can use to bring people into a saving relationship with Christ.  Will people still reject the Gospel?  Yes.  But it is our only effective tool to bring someone to salvation.

We have mentioned verse 48 where they accuse Jesus of having a demon.  He responds that He does not have a demon; but He honors His Father.  Now someone with a demon is not going to honor God the Father.  He is presenting evidence that He is not possessed or crazy.  But next He tells them: “[Y]ou dishonor Me.”  Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit is the unforgivable sin.  Here they are blaspheming the Son of God.  They are on thin ice; but if they repent, they can be forgiven.  Jesus keeps speaking with them so He has not given up on them.  Perhaps later, when the Holy Spirit is poured out, they will come to realize who Jesus is, repent, and turn to Him.

But in those words, don’t miss the threat of judgement.  Any who persist in dishonoring God through unbelief in His only begotten Son will face judgement based on all their works.  As the Bible tells us, our works outside of Christ are worthless.  To be judged strictly on our works is an eternal death sentence.

Knowing the arguments they are about to bring up, Jesus asserts that He is not seeking His own glory.  He is not doing and saying all these things to set Himself up on a pedestal.  What He does is all in obedience to His Father.  He lets them know that He will be glorified but it will be brought about by God the Father.  So, He lets them know that God is the One seeking Jesus’ glory, but quickly adds that He also judges.  If they think about that they will realize that they have a problem.  They dishonor the One whom God seeks to glorify.  They are going against God and facing judgement because of it.

But Jesus pushes on and gives them a good reason to be one of His disciples: “If anyone follows My word, he will never see death.”  When God told Adam in the Garden that he would die in the day he ate of the fruit, he did; but it was a spiritual death.  Jesus was promising that those in Him would not experience spiritual death.  

Again, we go back to Adam.  Because of the disobedience of our first father, we all experience spiritual death as we enter the world in sin.  When we turn to Jesus for salvation, our spirit is brought back to life again; that is, brought back into fellowship with God.  That fellowship, or living spirit, is then sealed with the Holy Spirit.  That seal cannot be broken.  The apostle Paul tells us that to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.  So upon the physical death of our bodies, our spirit goes to be with Jesus: immediately.  Our spirit does not see death.

Of course, in Christ we also have the promise of bodily resurrection, and reuniting with our spirits, to eternal life.  These glorified bodies will never taste of death again.


Once again, the Jews think strictly in the physical.  They list great people in their history such as Abraham and the prophets, pointing out that each of them died.  They ask the question, “Whom do You make Yourself out to be?”  Here is the question that Jesus had anticipated earlier and now He expands on it.  Jesus doesn’t make Himself out to be anybody.  He does not seek His own glory.  Any human-being that seeks their own glory is misguided.  And the world is full of people who are doing just that.

They seek their own glory because of pride; and the Bible is very clear on God’s opinion of human pride.  In His exitance as a man, Jesus did not seek His own glory, but sought to be perfectly obedient to the Father.  He knew that His Father would glorify Him; and sometimes, when Jesus spoke what His Father told Him to speak, His glory was shown.  For example, the times Jesus made it clear that He was indeed the Messiah.  

Jesus is straight forward in letting them know that they are liars.  They claim God as their Father yet do not obey Him or search the Scriptures to know that Jesus was telling the truth.  Or even apply what they know of the Scriptures to Jesus’ words and try to understand what He is saying.  He proves His truthfulness and that God is His Father by being obedient to Him.  These people again show their true father to be satan because they lie; they claim God as their Father but disobey His commands.

From this discourse we come to understand the following: Knowledge of God cannot be separated from obedience to God.  We come full circle to the beginning of this passage: there is no easy believism.  You cannot be a carnal Christian.  You cannot mix the secular worldview with Christianity.  Jesus calls for complete loyalty to Himself.  From the Old Testament we are commanded to love God with all our being.  Jesus is God, we must love Him.

When we consider all that Jesus did for us, there should be a natural draw to loving Him.  But how do we show our love for Jesus?  He told us in John 14:15, “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.”  In other words: obedience.  Jesus narrowed down the commandments to two: Love God and love others.  All the singular commandments in the Bible point us in the right direction for obeying those two.  The apostle John tells us something regarding keeping the commandments of Jesus: For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.  (1 Jn 5:3)

Now, these things are the ideal; this is what we shoot for.  But we, as sinful people, will not do these things perfectly; in fact, far from perfectly.  This is not to let anybody off the hook, but to encourage you in an impossible task that is a lifetime commitment.  Here’s the thing: Jesus has you covered.  Your sins are gone in His shed blood.  You are covered in His righteousness so that you may come before the throne of God.  It is God’s will that any work He has started in you will be completed; and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, one day that work will be complete.  Again from 1 John: We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.  (3:2)  We will one day be perfect in Christ.

Now in our passage, Jesus reveals to them who He is; if only they have eyes to see.  He tells them “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”  It is difficult to know exactly what this means.  But a good interpretation is that when Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah, Abraham could see the promise of a Saviour being fulfilled.  He was joyful at he and Sarah having a son and that there could now be a lineage that would bring about the Messiah of the world.  


There are two things we can glean: First is the reference to the Old Testament term “The day of the LORD”.  Jesus says “My day”.  In that context He is claiming Lordship.  Second, He is at least claiming to be the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham that all nations would be blessed in him.  And remember He isn’t saying this to glorify Himself, He is obediently saying what His Father tells Him to say.  Whether the people at the time understood, this is recorded for us and we understand through the Holy Spirit.

Once more with the physical: You are not yet 50 years old.  Well, it wouldn’t have mattered if Jesus were 1800 years old, He would not have seen Abraham …  Unless He was God.  

Jesus then made a tremendous claim: “Truly, truly I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”  “I am” is the name God gave for Himself to Moses from the burning bush.  Jesus is claiming the name of Yahweh.  Jesus is claiming to have lived since before the beginning.  He is claiming deity, Godhood, equality with God; in fact, to be God Himself.  As we read the Bible under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we know these claims are true.  As John began his Gospel account: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  And certainly, Jesus is the Word.

This is too much for the crowd and they determine that Jesus is committing blasphemy, the very sin they have been committing all along.  Blasphemy called for stoning in the Mosaic law, but only after investigation by the priests or elders.  These people took the law into their own hands by trying to stone Him.  Thereby proving once again, that they were of their father the devil; the murderer.  

Jesus’ time had still not come and He eludes their grasp.  What a shame; to miss the opportunity to sit directly under the teaching of the Son of God.  Don’t miss that opportunity yourself.  The Bible is the Word of God and Jesus’ teaching.  When you read and study it, you are sitting under the teaching of the Son of God.  Don’t let it elude your grasp.

Prayer

Merciful Lord, we are so often guilty of not looking past the physical.  Thank You for understanding the reason for that; we are physical beings in a physical world.  At the same time, please lead us by Your word to consider more of the spiritual.  In some respects, the spiritual is more real than the physical.  You are in the spiritual and pure; while the physical is tainted with sin and under curse.

Thank You for recording these conversations in Your word; they are for our benefit.  Your word is truth and light; please help us to seek that truth so that we may live in the light and seek it out, rather than cling to the darkness.  

Put Your Gospel firmly in our hearts so that we may be ready to explain it whenever we have the opportunity; and may we have opportunity.  We seek to help build the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus.  May His Kingdom be multiplied that He may receive glory and honor.  You are worthy Saviour and holy is Your name.

In Jesus’ name we pray
Amen
