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John 8:12-30 (2)

Last time we began to consider these verses, so let me recap just a little.  Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.”  In the beginning, God made a bright and beautiful world.  But through the rebellion of Adam and Eve, a darkness came to be.  Not the darkness of night, that was already part of God’s good world to give man and woman time to rest.  No, this was a spiritual darkness; a darkness that was even physically detrimental to the natural world.  

Yet in His great mercy, God sent His only begotten Son into this dark world.  He is the Word, He is the Bread of Life, He is the Light of the world.  By the Light of Jesus, we can see how dark the world is; even though the created beauty of God still shines through.  By the Light of Jesus, we can see that we are in darkness.  But the wonder is that by the Light of Jesus, we can see the way out of the darkness.  It is by Him.

Jesus promised that any who follow Him will not walk in darkness.  And it is true; we who have chosen to follow Jesus as our Lord and Saviour are able to see.  Granted, because of sin, we see dimly.  However in Christ we can see enough to receive salvation.  We can see enough to follow Him and He lights our pathway to eternal life.

If we read again back in chapter 3 verse 19 Jesus tells us a sad truth: “Men loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil.”  That is one of the things we see working out in our verses for today.  Jesus is faced with those who are in a religious leadership position, who none the less, love the darkness.  In the conversations that ensue, we can see their determined unbelief and their mocking of the Light that has so graciously come to them.  The saddest part for them is that they should have been the first to embrace Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah.

Jesus tells them that they judge according to the flesh, and we well know that our flesh tends to lead us to evil.  As an aside, our flesh itself is not evil.  We were made by God and all that God made was good.  Jesus Himself came in the flesh and if flesh were evil, the perfectly holy God could not have existed in it.  Our flesh, our bodies are good; it is just the effect of sin that causes the desires of the flesh to tend toward evil.

Jesus, and the Bible, call for us to judge with righteous judgement.  While there is worldly wisdom, we can only judge righteously if we are in the Light; if we judge in accordance with the Word of God.  The men who were confronting Jesus were judging in accordance with fleshly desires: wealth, pride, prestige, power.  And these desires blinded them to the Light.

Jesus lets these religious leaders know that they know neither Him nor His Father.  That’s a shame since they know the Scripture from beginning to end.  A lesson for us: Knowing the Bible is very important, but if it is not the basis for our lives then it is worthless to us.  And we can only understand the Bible by the Holy Spirit; who is given to us by Christ when we come into His light.  

Jesus’ observation that the Pharisees judged according to the flesh, that is, according to worldly wisdom, carries some deep spiritual weight.  James 3:15 speaks of worldly wisdom: This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.  Consider then what the apostle Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10:21, “You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”  

While Paul is certainly talking about the Lord’s Supper and those who also join in with Gentile sacrifices; it, too, goes deeper and describes the Pharisees.  The Lord’s Supper is what we also call Communion.  During that supper we are communing with the Lord Jesus.  There is a special intimacy, a deeper bonding that takes place.  When the Pharisees are attacking the Christ, and judging with worldly wisdom, they are communing with demons.  

Be careful that you don’t fall into that trap.  Sometimes in life the worldly way of dealing with something seems best; even if it goes against Scripture.  It is never a good idea to go against Scripture; even if it seems to bring unpleasant consequences.  You will be communing with the demonic realm.  Remember that we are citizens of the Kingdom of Christ and we are to do according to the desires of our King.

Beginning with verse 21, Jesus becomes a little more stern with His audience.  But keep in mind that His desire is that they would turn to Him and come into the light.  As God says through the prophet Ezekiel: He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. (Ez 18:23) He tells them “I go away.”  We know what He meant; Jesus ascended into heaven to be seated at the right hand of the Father.  But as far as those who love the darkness are concerned, He will simply be gone.  The Light will be gone from them and they will remain in their darkness.

Jesus tells them: You will seek Me.  Indeed, they will; once the soldiers come with the report of an empty tomb, it would be very handy to find His body somewhere; but they won’t.  But even worse, they will continue to seek for the Messiah.  They won’t find Him because He was already there.  Even today, orthodox Jews await the Messiah; they seek Him.  But due to their rejection of the Son of God, they are currently blinded and cannot see the Light.  It will take the seven-year tribulation to open their eyes so that they can come into the Light of their long-awaited Messiah.  They will look upon Him whom they have pierced.  (Zech 12:10)

In the next part of the statement, Jesus tells them that they: will die in their sin.  The word “sin” is singular.  Many translations make it plural, but the correct word is singular: sin.  It is the sin of unbelief.  They refuse to believe that Jesus is the Messiah in spite of all the evidence.  God the Father went to the point of sacrificing His own Son and to reject that gift of God is blasphemy that can’t be overcome.  God is merciful, but He will not excuse unbelief in His Son.

A few verses later, Jesus tells them that they will “die in their sins”; plural.  Because of their sin of unbelief, they will not receive redemption.  When they die, they will have to pay the price for their sins themselves.  The cost of paying for one’s own sin is the pain of eternal death, unable to experience the presence of God.  In rejecting the Light, these Pharisees, and anyone who rejects the saving grace of Jesus Christ, give up eternal life and all hope of redemption.

Jesus knows that He is going to return to the presence of His Father.  Since they refuse to believe He tells them: Where I am going, you cannot come.  What a terrible sentence of judgement to hear from the Saviour; but that is the sentence many will hear, because they refuse to come to the Light; they stay in their darkness.

Instead of listening to the words of salvation, they choose to mock, wondering if perhaps He will kill Himself.  Their mocking is somewhat closer to the truth than they know.  He will not commit suicide, but He will lay down His life, even for them.  All they have to do is choose to believe on Him as the only way to the Father.  Continue to pray for those who have rejected Christ; while they live there is still hope that they might turn to Him.
Jesus points out a huge difference between them and Himself; and it is the same difference between Himself and us.  We are of the world; Jesus is from above.  Being of this world defines our position of being at enmity with God.  We are naturally in rebellion against Him, and therefore, we are children of wrath.  It is God’s just wrath against sin, and we deserve that wrath, even from our birth.  But in Jesus, and only in Jesus, that problem can be fixed.

Back in chapter 3 of John’s Gospel account, Jesus told Nicodemus “You must be born again.”  We understand that rebirth is a spiritual rebirth: our spirits were separate from God, we were spiritually dead and must come back to life.  The word “again” can also be translated “from above”.  So, Jesus’ statement would read “You must be born from above.”  When we turn to Jesus for salvation, then we, too, are from above; and we can go where Jesus went.

In verse 24, Jesus asserts His authority and gives His credentials; He says, “unless you believe that I am”.  Many translations add “He”, but the original stands with “I am”.  This is one of several “I am” statements in the Gospel of John.  What Jesus is doing is relating Himself with what God told Moses at the burning bush when Moses asked God’s name: God replied with the famous “I AM”.  We see here a very clear statement of Jesus being one with the Father.  It is also one of the proofs for the doctrine of the Trinity.

It their persistent self-imposed blindness, they ask, “Who are You?”  You can hear the exasperation in Jesus’ reply: “What have I been saying to you from the beginning?”  There are certainly many times in this Gospel account where Jesus has let them know who He is, both in word and action.  But when we consider His “I am” statement, what He has told them goes a lot further.  It goes clear back to Genesis 3:15 where God promises the seed of the woman who crushes the head of the serpent; all the sacrifices to atone for sin and plead for peace with God; all the prophecies that explain the Messiah.  Jesus spoke to them throughout the Old Testament, telling them who He is.

Jesus has lots more to say to them and to judge them; but the time is not yet.  He pleases the Father by only saying what He tells Him to say.  One day though, Jesus will be to One to judge the world.  And He will judge rightly and justly.  In some sense, it will be simple.  Any who accepted the gift of Jesus Christ will be judged fit for heaven and for eternal life.  All others will be judged on their works.  The thing is that no work is acceptable to God unless it is in Christ.  No amount of good works will gain eternal life.

Jesus again insists that He does or says nothing unless it comes from the Father.  But we can’t miss the depth of the statement: “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He.”  Jesus knew that He was to be crucified.  Crucifixion involves being lifted up on a cross.  Although many people were crucified by the Romans, when Jesus was crucified, there were many prophecies the were fulfilled and the religious leaders should have been able to put it together.

The first thing was when Moses lifted up the bronze serpent in the wilderness.  By looking upon it in faith, the people would be saved from the venomous bite of the snakes that came into camp: a picture of salvation by faith; looking upon Jesus.  

While the Israelites were looking for the conquering Messiah; the fulfillment of all the suffering servant prophecies from the Psalms and Isaiah should have been observed.  From Psalm 22: The soldiers divided His clothes; they mocked by asking why God didn’t deliver Him; His bones were out of joint, a result of crucifixion; His heart was like wax, when the guard pierced Him with a spear, blood and water flowed out; His mouth was dry, He said He thirsted; He cried out: My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me.


From the prophet Isaiah: His appearance was marred, a result of scourging; He was a man of sorrows, those He loved were crucifying Him; He was pierced with nails and a spear; He was silent before those who could deliver Him; He died.  All these and many more were already in the Old Testament and He fulfilled them.  They should have known who He was.  A really sad thing is; they probably did.  But they were of the seed of satan and did what satan wanted them to do.

In spite of all these things that were coming, Jesus showed us perfect faith: And He who sent Me is with Me, He has not left Me alone.  Jesus knew that God the Father was leading Him and even though He was soon to face a time of darkness, a separation from God while He bore the sins of the world, He knew that God would restore Him and bring Him back to glory.  And Jesus was glad to do it because He would be bringing many with Him into His glory.

Verse 30 tells us: As He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him.  Remember that while Jesus was arguing with the Pharisees, there were many of the Jews listening since they were in Jerusalem during the Feast of Tabernacles.  I imagine that many more things were said, but John gives us enough to believe.  As we will see, some of these were not a true belief and they walked away.  

But some were true.  Going back to John 1, we read that Jesus “came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even those who believe in His name.”  While many will refuse salvation, God has His remnant who will be His for eternity.  Be sure that you are among that remnant.  Jesus must be your only Lord and Saviour.  Submit to His authority and to the fact that you need Him.



Prayer

Merciful Jesus, it is amazing to us that so many will refuse Your gracious offer of eternal life.  Help us though, to remember that if it were not for the faith given us by the Holy Spirit, we would be the same.  In that remembrance, give us a desire to see souls won for Your Kingdom; hear our prayers for those who are lost.

Your word shows us again and again, that You were in the midst of the enemy and were within their grasp; yet they could not touch You.  It is a strong reminder that the Father is in control and nothing will take place that will thwart His plan.  He was pleased to crush You for our sakes, but it would not happen until the perfect time.

As Your people, we are happy that You are on the throne where You so gloriously deserve.  Thank You for constantly interceding for us.  And we look forward to Your return to righteously claim Your rule over the entire world.  Come Lord Jesus.

It is in Your holy name we pray
Amen
